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tion disappear. They also argue persuasively that hypotheses that the link between ability and delinquency is due solely to differential detection of such behavior are untenable, citing research by Wolfgang et al (1972) and West (1973). They also suggest that the link between ability and delinquency may be largely indirect via performance in and attitudes toward school. Finally, they show that arguments by those who attempt to discount a role of ability in delinquency by citing the malleability of IQ test performance, or the temporal instability of intelligence scores, are wrong in the sense that such arguments do not square with the evidence. Arguments that IQ tests are culturally biased are also discussed by Hirschi and Hindelang with the conclusion that such hypotheses are inadequate to account for all the results within social class or race categories. A more compelling debunking of some criticisms of IQ tests may be found in Gordon and Rudert (1979).8
Researchers have seldom conducted ecological studies of ability and delinquency. One such study, which is valuable despite its limited sample, reports such correlations at the individual level and at three levels of successively higher aggregation for the tenth- and eleventh-grade high school boys in a single small community (Slatin 1969). As the level of aggregation increases so does the correlation between delinquency (defined by a probation office record of some activity related to the boy, based either on a formal court disposition or on informal police or probation office activity) and IQ test and Differential Aptitude Test scores. Slatin's research is exemplary because it provides a concrete picture of how aggregation generally increases the size of correlations observed (cf. Robinson 1950) and also of the complexities associated with different degrees of within-area homogeneity, and potential heterogeneity of regression among social areas. Despite this, the small sample (only 516 boys), the relatively low levels of aggregation involved (all are at the sub-school level), and the small number of ecological units studied limit the usefulness of the specific results.
School Performance
In contrast to the descriptive data relating to social class and ability, the associations of school grades and persistence in school are not in dispute.
8The Hirschi and Hindelang (1977) report is the subject of a critique by Simons (1978), which adds little to the discussion but may be of interest to some readers. Compelling evidence of an association between intelligence and convictions conies from a study of several thousand Danish men born in 1944-1947 and followed up in 1973 by Witkin et al. (1976). Men with conviction records (about 9 percent) had scores approximately 0.8 standard deviation below those without records on an intelligence test used for screening army recruits.